
 The problem that has startled 

both the people living around the lake 

and the media did not happen over-

night. On the contrary, the blooming 

of the algae in Lake Atitlan has been 

happening for quite some time. It is 

only now that people are taking ac-

tion and realizing the problem be-

cause the algae have begun to 

bloom. 

 What we are seeing on Lake 

Atitlan is not really algae but more 

precisely Cyanobaceria. This organ-

ism lives on excessive amounts of 

nutrients in the water of the Lake. 

These nutrients are in the lake due to 

direct sewage flow into the lake. 

When the rains of Hurricane Stan 

overwhelmed the sewer systems of 

Panajachel, waste began to flow di-

rectly into the lake.   

 When the Cyanobaceri die 

they release toxins into the water that 

have killed people that drink the lake 

water. The green mats on the surface 

of the lake are partially what have led 

to the further study of Lake Atitlan. 

There were most likely several deaths 

caused due to the lakeõs toxins, be-

fore the media emphasized the prob-

lem, but the deaths were never linked 

to the lake. Now, on the other hand, 

scientist have proven that some of 

the deaths that are occurring around 

the lake are due to the intake of the 

water or swimming in the water of 

Lake Atitlan.  

 To stop the algae from grow-

ing, and to protect and help Atitlan 

back onto its feet, there are several 

things that can be done. One of 

those is the installment of a water 

treatment facility to clean the water 

that is currently flowing, untreated, 

into the lake. By doing so the nutri-

ents for the algae would decrease 

and, therefore, so would the algae. 

 Reforesting the area immedi-

ately around the lake would also pre-

vent the nutrient rich soil from slid-

ing into the lake and providing fur-

ther nutrients for the algae to feed 

on. 
 

 

Lake Atitlanõs Algae Crisis               
         by Lucas F. 
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Knowledge Bowl Pep                    By Mary M.  
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minutes during which a series of 

physical challenges and ridicu-

lous scores were performed and 

earned.  òBeautifuló showgirls of 

the day Andres and Andres dis-

played the scores and received 

most of the crowdõs applause 

and love.  

 Some highlights of the 

day were Mr. Butchõs failure to 

answer a sports question, 

Josefina and Kibum dancing the 

famous La Pelusa, and Ana Cris-

tinaõs split.  

 òThe one day you could 

make fun of teachers and get 

away with it!ó said a student 

who obviously preferred not to 

be identified. 

 it is safe to say that the 

Colegio Maya 2009 knowledge 

bowl pep-rally was a success!  

 òIt was the best one 

ever.ó says Jesica, audience 

member of the knowledge bowl 

pep rally held on November 4, 

2009. If you were not there, you 

missed a great show.  

 The event began with 

the emcees introducing the two 

groups like a game show. Con-

testants needed to run to a 

chair, put on a funny hat and 

answer knowledge bowl ap-

proved questions and funny 

questions.  

 òIt was a fun, creative 

and original way to honor our 

knowledge bowl, I was hysterical 

laughing!ó says the junior varsity 

coach for knowledge bowl, Ms. 

Rizzardi.  

 òI liked that it was inter-

active, included the audience 

and used var-

ied ques-

tions,ó re-

marked Amy, 

member of 

the knowl-

edge bowl 

team.  

 T h e 

event gener-

ally received 

very good 

feedback and 

is said to be 

the best 

k n o w l e d g e 

bowl send off 

yet. The obvi-

ously rigged 

game went 

on for 45 

Page 2 N E W S L E T T E R  T I T L E 

RESULTS 



Page 3 V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1 

Thanksgiving Day is now com-

ing! In Maya, we have 2 days 

off for Thanksgiving and the 

following 2 days are the week-

end, so we have a four-day 

weekend. For Thanksgiving 

there was a survey done about 

studentõs views of Thanksgiv-

Celebrating Thanksgiving                       survey by Sara K. 
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No matter what we think, Thanksgiving is a day 

that reminds us of everything for which we should 

be and are thankful.  

Have a happy 

Thanksgiving! 



 This year, high school STUCO is running a clothes drive for a Cancer Hospi-

tal. The patients are in need of blankets, sweaters, pants, socks, and anything that 

could keep them warm. STUCO asks for cooperation from the whole school com-

munity to aid them in helping the Cancer Hospital. The clothes turned in can be 

either old or new and can be placed in boxes located in the elementary, secondary, 

and administrative buildings. 

 Taking these classes can 

expand the knowledge of many 

of Colegio Mayaõs students. Not 

only will learning a new foreign 

language stimulate other activi-

ties like pen pal-ing, but it will 

also connect students with each 

other. New friends can be found 

in an interest that is not very 

commonly shared. People that 

normally would not talk to each 

other in school due to distinc-

tions in grade level or tastes in 

music could become friends in a 

class that they both enjoy.  

 Learning new languages 

also creates opportunities that 

should be taken advantage of 

when students are young and 

interested in learning new 

things. It can also open more 

doors in terms of future educa-

tion and career. Taking a Latin 

 There are many electives 

offered at Colegio Maya, but are 

there enough?  

 There are electives like Man-

darin, Introduction to Drama, Art, 

Adventure Leadership, and others. 

Although these classes are interest-

ing and educative, there should be 

a wider variety of classes to choose 

from. There should be a more var-

ied amount of classes, especially in 

the area of language.  

 The faculty at Colegio Maya 

should consider offering classes in 

foreign languages. These could in-

clude languages like Russian, Japa-

nese, Korean, French, Latin, and 

others. These classes could even be 

offered as after school activities, 

and many of these classes would 

appeal to a great deal of students 

from middle and high school. 

  

class in high school looks im-

pressive in a college applica-

tion. 

Cotton for Care  
                                                               By Mary M. and Hanggi L.  

Electives            By Amy M.  

Leadership Buttons           By Hanggi L.  

This year, high school STUCO is having leadership buttons for those who demonstrate their 

leadership. Students and teachers can nominate other scholars to receive leadership but-

tons. Everyone has a chance to receive one or more button. When students or teachers 

want to nominate another student they will have to fill out a form which can be found with 

Ms. Hogshead; STUCO will then evaluate the student and decide whether or not he or she 
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Movie Reviews         By Sergio S.  
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Fired Up: (4) 

Summary: 

 Two star football players (Shawn and 

Nick) ditch football camp to go to cheer camp 

to be surrounded by beautiful girls. The new 

reputation of being òsensitive guysó gets them 

very far, until Shawn falls for the head cheer-

leader who is suspicious of them. They have 

to change their game plan to prove Shawnõs 

intentions. 

Review: 

 This comedy is surprisingly good. It 

has a great plotline, filled with witty allusions 

and smart comebacks that will keep you 

laughing. The acting was pretty good because 

teenagers are really funny and naïve. The 

classic teen characters, such as the football 

star Nick, played by Eric Christian Olsen, are 

extremely believable.  

 The only problem with the acting was 

the speed at which Shawn, played by Nicholas 

DõAgosto, fell in love with the head cheer-

leader because it happened a bit too quickly. 

Other than that, the camera angles worked 

and went with the speed of the film. The di-

recting was pretty good because it mainly fo-

cuses on the crude humor of the film. Mark 

Allen said, òFunny, sexy, and smart ð a triple 

threat!ó 

 
 

1 = Stay away at all cost!       2 = Last option       3 = It was OK     4 = Pretty good film      

5 = Donõt miss it! 

Where the Wild Things Are: (5) 

Summary: 

 The film is based on a Maurice 

Sendaksõ childrenõs book with the same 

title. 

Review: 

 Itõs a pretty good film, if you have-

nõt read the book. Like all films based off 

of books, there are some incongruities, 

but they are not that terrible.  

 The film creates details that help 

the viewer understand the plotline, which 

is pretty simple, but symbolic and beauti-

ful. Max Records portrays the main char-

acter Max as a bratty but lonely boy with 

an active imagination. Each Wild Thing 

has its own character and each one is 

likeable in its own way. Catherine Keener 

is Maxõs mother in the film and does a 

pretty good job of portraying the single 

mother who is trying.  

 Although the film could have in-

cluded some darker elements, the film is 

still great. Maurice Sendack, the author, 

stated the Spike Jonze, the director, 

ònailed itó. I couldnõt agree more with it. 

Donõt miss it! 
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Across 

2. What was the original theme for the  

HS dance? 

3. High School President 

4. Where did they go to Leadership 

AASCA? 

9. What prep rally did they just host? 

Down 

1. With what would you be rewarded if 

you show leadership in school? 

5. STUCO advisor 

6. STUCO secretary 

7. HS Vice-president 

8. What is the new community service 

that HS STUCO is sponsoring? 



PDA is an acro-

nym that stands for 

public display of affec-

tion and it includes 

holding hands, hugs, 

kisses, etc. Although it 

may repulse a large 

number of people, it 

should not be criticized 

harshly and negatively. 

It is simply two people 

kissing or holding hands 

in public; it is a physical 

demonstration of love, 

they are not making 

love to each other. It is 

not taboo to kiss some-

one in public or to dem-

onstrate love. In fact, it 

is promoted by the 

popular culture in mov-

ies. After a struggle to 

finally reach this dearly 

beloved one, why 

should one be refrained 

from expressing their 

love? If placed in the 

same situation, a large 

number of people would 

be expressing their love. 

It is completely illogical 

and hypocritical. PDA is 

not harmful to anyone 

that is not involved, so 

why do people butt in? 

 The answer lies 

in the immaturity of the 

people and their unwill-

ingness to accept the 

fact that it is going to 

happen. There is a cer-

tain level of maturity 

and comprehension 

needed to understand 

PDA.  

If you are one of 

the readers that are 

saying, òOh, Iõm mature 

enough for love and 

other, older kids. These 

kindergartners, and 

even middle school stu-

dents, take in every-

thing that high school 

students display. When 

a six-year-old sees a 

couple kissing, he or 

she automatically takes 

it in and assumes that it 

is normal. This influ-

ences any previous 

ideas they had about 

affection between cou-

ples. 

 Affection is an 

important part in any 

relationship, but at a 

school, where a lot of 

the students are under-

age, affection should be 

 A kiss on the mouth, 

holding hands, touching: all 

fall under the category of 

Public Displays of Affection. 

At Colegio Maya, PDA is a 

limit on the displays of affec-

tion going on between cou-

ples. Holding hands and 

hugging is allowed, but any-

thing more than that is 

strictly prohibited. Although 

students are aware of this, 

they continue to display their 

affections for one another 

very publicly. Colegio Maya 

is a school that harbors stu-

dents from ages 4 to 18. 

Kindergartners who walk 

from their classes to their 

physical education period 

are in constant contact with 

kept private. It is some-

thing that should not be 

present in an interna-

tional school where col-

lege admission officers 

are constantly visiting. 

Affection in school 

should be censored and 

limited.  

 School is for 

learning, not dating. 

Respect the Love                    By Sergio S. 

Private Display of Affection  
             By Amy M.  

Section VII (G) 

PDA: Maya 

students are 

expected to show 

good judgment and 

restraint when on 

campus. Maya 

students may hold 

hands and partake 

in the customary 

greetings, however, 

prolonged displays 

of affection are not 

permitted. Students 

engaged in public 

displays of 

affection will be 

referred to the 

counselor and/or 

principalõs office 

where appropriate 

action will be 

taken. Parents will 

be notified of 

repeated violations. 

(Maya high school 

handbook 2009-

2010) 
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Clothing Donating Drive 

By HS STUCO 

Winter is here and we would like to help out 

those who are less fortunate by collecting and 

donating gently -used clothes. 

Please drop off the clothes in the boxes  

located in the Elementary lobby,  

the secondary lobby, or the cafeteria.  

 

Care for the community around you! Please make a donation! 



Leo 

July23-August22 

Aquarius 

January20-February18 

Cancer 

June21-July22 

Virgo 

August23-September22 

Taurus 

April20-May20 

Gemini 

May21-June20 

Pisces 

February19-March20 

Sagittarius 

November22-December21 

Aries 

March 21- April 19 

Capricorn 

December22- January 19 

Scorpio 

October23-November21 

Libra 

September23- October22 

 

Leo: This month you will 

be faced with various tasks, 

and people will turn to you for 

guidance, be prepared be-

cause a lot will be at risk de-

pending on one path you de-

cide to take. 

 

Virgo: You will be filled 

with a feeling of emptiness 

and a need for companion-

ship. Donõt let these emotions 

bring you down, for someone 

special will come along and fill 

your days with romance, mak-

ing all your problems disap-

pear. 

 

Aries: This month be care-

ful, even though you might feel 

very confident about doing 

something, think things 

through even though it may be 

hard to you. Otherwise you 

might end up pushing yourself 

away from your real goal. 

 

Taurus: You can be de-

scribed as a calm and cool 

person, but during this month, 

you will have an urge to re-

lease all the emotions that are 

bottled up within yourself. 

Donõt be afraid to express your 

feelings and certainly donõt be 

afraid of letting others into 

your life. 

 

Aquarius: You might feel 

pressured, but go on through 

with whatever plans you have, 

and donõt let otherõs weird 

looks stop you. Although just 

remember to not overstep the 

boundaries too much. 

 

Capricorn: Pursue your 

goals and donõt give up. You 

will face difficulties that will 

block you from reaching your 

goals, but perseverance is the 

key to happiness. 

 

Libra: Follow your drives to 

seek out your special some-

one, but if you know some-

thing is going wrong and you 

should probably stop, donõt be 

afraid to say no because you 

do not always have to be all 

smiles and charms. Keep daz-

zling people with your wonder-

ful personality, youõll never be 

lacking in friends. 

Cancer: Pretending noth-

ing is wrong when you are 

filled with enigma will clog 

your thoughts and fill your 

heart with dreadful emotions. 

Clear your mind in order to 

make wise decisions. 

 

Gemini: You are a leader 

and like to step up, but keep 

in mind the people you care 

for, never race to far ahead; 

they might not be able to 

keep up. By the way, careful 

with your mischievous ideas, 

you might just get caught. 

 

Sagittarius: Wisdom can 

lead to good decisions but 

you might have to follow 

your heart instead of follow-

ing your head this time. 

 

Scorpio: Real friends are 

the ones who will stand by 

your side no matter what 

and they are the people you 

have to appreciate and hold 

close to your heart. Learn to 

differentiate those who are 

your real friends from others 

who are trying to take ad-

vantage of your resources. 

 

 Pisces: Your family in-

cludes the people who will 

always love you uncondition-

ally. Concentrate on spend-

ing some time with them 

and learning more about 

them. Plan ahead and make 

bonds within your family 

stronger, bringing more hap-

piness. 

 

*We are just high 

school girls, not pro-

fessionals. Donôt take 

this column seriously! 

Itôs just for fun! 

HoroscopeS                         By Fabiola S. and Jesica H.  
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Clothing Donating Drive 

By HS STUCO 


